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May 1879, the average of electors voting was 90 per
cent, in the 121 communes where the voting was
compulsory, and only 70 per cent, in the communes
where the voting was optional. On the occasion of
the referendum of the 28th of April 1878, the pro-
portion was respectively 86 per cent, and 55 per cent.
Compulsory voting produces another result to which
it is important to draw attention, namely, a marked
increase in the number of blank ballot-papers. In
the two votings we have just mentioned, there was
an average of 21 and 24 per cent, of blank tickets
in the communes where the voting was compulsory,
and only from 17 to 20 per cent, in the communes
where the voting was optional.

Voting by proxy, which is peculiar to Zurich, also
tends to increase the number of blank ballot-papers.
If the elector is obliged to go and give his vote in
person, he likes, when he has exerted himself so far,
to influence the result to some extent, and therefore
fills in the ballot-paper. On the other hand, a man
who, merely to escape the fine, sends the ballot-paper
by .a third person, takes little interest in the result of
the voting, and will easily abstain from giving any
opinion at all. However that may be, the proportion
of blank ballot-papers to the whole number placed in
the ballot-boxes has been 11 pet cent, during the five
years between 1869 and 1874. It rose to 19 per cent,
in the following period, from 1875 to 1880. It has
fallen to 18 per cent, from 1881 to 1885. Looking at
these numbers, the conclusion is that on an average,
from 1869 to 1885, 62 per cent, only of the registered,
electors have given a vote which is worth anything;
and in that way it has happened that in TOO votes out